[ 


) 
\ 
\ ‘ (ln 
YN 


= 


— eS i > 
i". A 
|! |i > 
F 
om 2 — 


REKI KAWAHARA 


The Shooter 
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Search for 
the Enem: 


Resolution 
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The Meaning 
of Life 
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THE SPECULATOR 


GOOD. TAKE 

OFF YOUR 
SHOES AND 
PUT ON A 

PAIR OF 
SLIPPERS. 


PROFES- 
SOR, I 
BROUGHT 
HIM! 


UTSUGI- 
KUN. 


THIS IS 
THE DEPUTY 
CHIEF AND 
STRATEGY 
COMMANDER 
OF THE S.F.D., 
RIRI ISA. 


THIS IS 
s MINORU 
UTSUGI-KUN, 


THINKING 
ABOUT 
PROBLEMS 
THAT HAVE 
NO RIGHT 
ANSWER. 


T 
| 
IM R.. — | (enn 
MINORU RIGHT. Lr) IM 358, 
uTsuGl. Y E ice 
I LOOK = you. 
FORWARD 
TO WORKING A 
WITH YOU. 4 y | : 
SA 
LF = 
YEP, | 
LOOKING | / | | 
FORWARD | 
To IT. | / - 
ERM... 
gust 
EVEN I ACCEPT quese 
HAVE TOIT. oReN 
cau me NICKNAMES, 
CALL ME i 
ARE 
"YUKKO- afk 
CHAN.” :, 


YOUR NAME 
WILL BE 
WIKKUN 


DON'T 
BE SO 
MODEST. 


THE SCENE, 
WE WEREN'T 
ABLE TO 
HELP IN THE 
LEAST. 


assent, | (/ THAT MEAN 
AS \ 


YOU'RE THE 
ONLY ONE 
HERE TODAY? 
WHAT ABOUT 
LINDEN- 
BERGER- 
SAN? 


USUAL. 


SURPRISED 

THAT YOU ye mer 
Took our TYE ME 
THE Biter YOUN, 
ON your PERS 


MUCH HAVE 
YOU BEEN 


SPACE AND 
INFECT 
HUMAN 


THIRD EYES 
GIVE THEIR 
HOSTS 


MYSTERIOUS ONeeee 


TYPES: 
RED "RUBY 


EYES" AND 
BLACK 
"JET 


WITH RUBY 


EYES ARE 
¥Y SOUNDS DRIVEN TO 
LIKE YOU'VE KILL OTHER 
HEARD HUMANS. 
MOST 
OF WHAT 
THERE IS 


TO KNOW. 


THAT THE ONE 


GIVEN BY 
THIRD EYES 
HAVE BECOME 
ALITTLE LESS 
MYSTERIOUS. 


AND THE yes, \/( ja \" 


EFFECTIVE 
RANGE 
«TO THE OF THAT 
COMPLEXITY POWER IS 
OF THE INVERSELY 
ATOMS OR RELATED... 
|| MOLECULES 
| BEING 
MANIPLU- 
LATED. 


MANIP- 


USING AN 


UNKNOWN 
POWER 
AKIN TO 
TELE- 
KINESIS. 


ISN" 
THIS....7 


TO PUT IT 
SIMPLY, THEY 
DIRECTLY 
MANIPULATE 
MOLECULES 
AND ATOMS. 


BUT IT'S 


wGIVING 
IT AN CHROMIUM 
INCREDIBLE motecues STRUCTURE 
HARDNESS ace? NORMAL 
Of 21600 Weer TOOTH... 
STRUCTURE 
VICKERS a 
SCALE. 


SAPPHIRE 
1S 2,300. 


CHROMILIM'’S MELTING POINT 1S HIGHER 
THAN THAT OF HYDROXYLAPATITE. 
SO /F YOU TRIED TO COAT A TOOTH IN 
CHROMIUM, THE TOOTH WOLILD BLIRN AWAY, 


APATITE AT 
THE SAME 
TIME. 


THE BITER 
WAS ABLE 
TO ALTER s 
tHe Bone “WATS 
AND MUSCLE tt. 
STRUCTURES 
AROUND 
HIS JAW 
| AS WELL, 
| WASN'T HE? 


\< 


wuHE WAS 
‘ABLE TO IN OTHER 
FREELY WORDS, 
ALTER THE THAT 
PROTEINS, MEANS... 
AND PATS, 
COMPOSE OTHER —CALCILIM 
THE COMPLEX _COM- 
HUMAN MOLE- POLINDS... 
BODY. CULES... 


GENERALLY, 
THIRD 
YES WHO 
CAN CAN ALTER 
ONLY _, HUMAN 
use FLESH LIKE 
those THAT... 
POWERS 
ON THEIR 


INVERSELY 

PROPOR- 
TIONATE 

RANGE. 


MANIPULATE 
COMPLEX 
MOLECULAR 
seHAVE — COM- 
A SHORT POUNDS 
EFFECTIVE MADE OF 
RANGE... MANY 
ATOMS... 


COMPLEX 


COMPLEXITY. 
oF 
MOLECULAR 
COMPOUNDS: 


‘SIMPLE 
SHORT LONG 


EFFECTIVE RANGE 
OF ABILITY 


g +: WHILE 
BITER’S. SIMPLER 


MOLECULES 
CAN BE 
MANIPULATED 
FROM A 
GREATER 
DISTANCE. 


+ SHE 
USES THE 
ACCEL- 
ERATION 
GENERATED 
FROM 
KICKING 
OFF THE 
GROUND... 


hs 
LEVERAGE 


TO THROW 
ALL THE 


MOLECULES 
IN HER 
BODY 
FORWARD. 


THEREFORE, 
ACCORDING 
TO OUR 
GENERAL 
RULE, HER 
POWER ONLY 
AFFECTS HER 
OWN BODy. 


I SUPPOSE 
IDO 
MANIPULATE 
MY ENTIRE 
BODY INA 
SENSE, BUT 


BET YOU 
COULD IF 
YOU TRIED, 
THOUGH. 


wT ALWAYS 
THOUGHT 
YUMIKO- 
SAN’S POWER 
WAS 
MANIPULATING 
ACCELERATION 


ce) 
YUMIKO'S 
POWER 
ONLY 
WORKS 
+ AND HER ON HER 
CLOTHING OWN 
IS JUST BODY... 
BEING 
PULLED 
ALONG...? 


«THE OPPOSITE 
OF POWERS 
LIKE YUKKO- 
CHAN'S AND 

BITER'S, WHICH 
ONLY AFFECT 

THEMSELVES... 


DD CAN'T 


MANIPULATE f vA ARE 
IOLECULES |[ |r THOSE LIKE 
AT ALL. Fe DD, WHO 
INSTEAD, USE THEIR 
HE CAN POWER FOR 
SENSE REMOTE 
MOLECULES SENSING. 
THAT ARE 
MANIPULATED 
BY OTHER 
THIRD EYES 


SPECIALIZES 
IN RANGE, 
SACRIFICING 
ATTACK AND 
DEFENSE. 


IT 
SOUNDS 
LIKE WE'RE 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
HOW TO 
DISTRIBUTE 
STATS... 


PARENT 
BARRIER. 


oD 
ANALYZED 
BITER'S 
TOOTH. 


SHELL LEFT 
ON THE 
TOOTH'S 


“" GURFACE. pe 


BITER BIT 
DOWN 
ON YOUR 
BARRIER 
SEVERAL 


Fl 
POWERFUL 
TEETH LIKE 


"MOLEC- 
ULAR... 
MANIPU- 
LATION’? 


\ THIS 
TOOTH 
HAD 
Was ALREADY J 
BEING HeLD BEEN = [~~ N e NOT 
TOGETHER. CHT. . 7) EXACTLY. 
wBY ow UN ‘ 
VAN DER \ 7% 
WAALS 
FORCES | Ta , 


THEN FoRCES, 


AND THE 
3 POWER 
THAT 
THE vel To = CUT THIS 
COUPLINGS NULLIFIES PUT IT TOOTH IS 
BETWEEN AN SIMPLY INDEED... 
MOLECULES OBsECT’S su MOLEC- 
ARE CUT... , INTER- ULAR 
/ MOLECULAR MANIPLI- 
FORCES... < LATION. 
THE i 
OBJECT IS \ \ HANG : 
A CLUMP OF |. 
STEEL OR A |" IN CERTAIN zZ a 
BLOCK OF />~‘h| | PLANE. a y 
Toru... J ~ : ; 
walT y p 
WILL BE << 
PERFECTLY - 
DIVIDED IN % 


TWO. 


A POWER 
THAT 
PREVENTS 
MOLECULES 


FROM 
APPROACHING 


LIKE THIS 
IT'S NOTA wien 
MATERIAL, YOUR” 

BUT THE 
PROTECTIVE 
POWER OF SHIELD — 
MANIPULATION 
ITSELF... 


REJECT THIS 
SECOND 
HYPOTHESIS. 
AS WELL. 


ee 
ss0LATe CAUSE 
yourseLr joe 
EVEN 


YOU 
WOULDN'T 
BE ABLE TO 
SEE OUT OF 
YOUR SHELL 
OR BE SEEN 
INSIDE IT! 


BUT 
«SINCE IF 
VISIBLE THAT 
LIGHT WERE 


IS ALSO TRUE... 


MADE UP 
OF SUCH 
WAVES... 


THE HEAT 
FROM A 
FLAME 
IS NOTA 
MATERIAL 
SUBSTANCE. 


+ YOUR 
DEFENSIVE 
SHELL 


ISOLATES 
YOU FROM 
ELECTRO- 
MAGNETIC 
WAVES. 


vA PEW 
pays aco, PUT 
IHADMY 
POWER 
ACTIVATED 


wD DIDN'T 
HAVE ANY 
TROUBLE 
BREATHING. 


—_ 
A 


DOES THAT 
MEAN T'M 
REJECTING 
ALL OF THE 
AIR 
MOLECULES... 


+I CAN 
SEE 

OUTSIDE 

IT Just 


DOESN'T 
THAT 
SEEM A 
* LITTLE 
n STRANGE 
? 


oe mS 


YOU'REA R I 
PERFECT s [ : I SUPPOSE 

GUINEA PIG | : ae. WE'LL CALL 

AETERALL. ff] -+ : : IT A DAY 


a ') 

(eV SA 

Soale + CAPABLE 

C Py “KF OF 

LE} ey 4 COOKING, 4 Vo] 
S<y wel ag BY ANY kK | 
@B OE - CHANCE? ai \ 

a (A > / | | \ = 


OKAY, 
UM... 


q's 
DONE, I 
SUPPOSE. 


IPA NF 


pach! 


IT 
SEEMS 
LIKE SO 
LONG... 
«SINCE 
I'VE TASTED 
FOOD 
LIKE THIS... 


A VERY 
NOSTALGIC 
FLAVOR, 
SOMEHOW. 


WE SHOULD 


Just THAT'S ZL “CODE 
AS WE RIGHT. Zs NAME". D0 
GIVE = 
ae {| .1HE IDENTIFIED LIKE HOW 
By THE S.P.D'S RUBY EYES YUMIKO- 
MEMBERS — NAMES : SAN IS "THE 
: ALL HAVE —_LIKE ACCELERA- 
THEIR OWN “BITER’... TOR"? 
CODE NAMES 
TOO. PN 
BUT WE'LL 
“DEFENDER” HAVE To 
DOESN'T GIVE YOU 
- HAVE THE 
= RIGHT RING 
wAND TO Moe 
"HARDENER" 
MAKES YOU 
SOUND LIKE 
A FINGERNAIL 


PRODUCT... 


YTSOLATOR"? 


HIMI IS THE RUBY OVER 
GOING TO EYES ARE 
REMOVE ALL | | DEFEATED 
MEMORIES AND THE 
OF UTSUGI- S.F.D. IS 
DISBANDED 


CONDITION 
FOR 
JOINING. 


HE WON'T 4 


REMAIN IN 
ANYONE'S 2 
MEMORIES... 


IF 
THAT'S NOT 
ISOLATION, 
WHAT IS? 


THE PASTA 
WE ATE 
TODAY 
TOO. 


MIKKUN, 
DO YOU 
HAVE ANY 
OBJECTIONS 
TO BEING 
CALLED 
TSOLATOR 


DM 


HE'LL MAKE 
IT AGAIN 
FOR US 

SOMETIME... 


THEN I'LL 
MAKE A 


wolF I'D 
KNOWN I 
WAS GOING 
TO 
FORGET 
THE FLAVOR 
«I WISH OF THIS 
I'D HAVE PASTA... 
SAVORED 
IT MORE. 


5ecttO16 
THE SHOOTER 


MY Td 


POWER... | 


sul ONLY 
GROWING 
STRONGER [/ / 


LIKED IT. 


IT 
SEEMS 
REALLY 
FITTING. 


WHAT IF 
THERE WAS 
A GIRL OUT 
THERE WHO 
WAS MADLY 


IN LOVE 
WITH YOU? 


HYPO. 
THETICAL. 


..WOULD GIRL 
you sTitt LIKE 
WANT To THAT 
ERASE ALL 

HER 
MEMORIES 

OF YOU 

100? 


THERE'S 
NO SUCH 
THING 
AS AN 
EMOTION 
THAT 
LASTS 
FOREVER. 


THAT 
Possi- 
BILITY IS 
ALWAYS 


sO IT'S 


SHE MIGHT THAT GIRL 


BETTER EVEN HATE DISLIKE 
NOT TO ME SO ME. 
HAVE A MUCH SHE 

RELATION- WANTED TO 
SHIP AT KILL ME. 


ALL. 


IF 


a > i ; : J 
BACK!! ay 


Ru, b THE IGNITER 
<Ignineet | ane 
Iter> ae 


TO BE UT 


7 EXACT, HE 
| MANIPULATES 
OXYGEN. 
HE CAN | 
CONTROL ! 
OXYGEN wy) 
MOLECULES IN ; | —— 
THE AIR AND l 
CONCENTRATE Z ~ 
THEM AT A 1 
SINGLE POINT. 


JUDGING Ly 
~ BY THE =i 
\ S PHOTO DD 
7, } = SS TOOK... 
me soHE'S 
BECOME en 
NOTABLY MAN 
STRONGER. Lif) 


SADLY, 


He's = Powers. fT 
ALIVE 
N AND 
if WELL. 


. THE 
\ 4/ PROFESSOR 


MUST HAVE 
CHOSEN YOUR 
NICKNAME 
TOO, RIGHT? 


THE GREAT 
“SPECULATOR"-| 
SAMA IS 
SPEAKING. 


By 
FREELY 

MANIP- 
TENTER ULATING 


THE 
As OXYGEN 


IN THE 
WANS Alan 


Fy THE FIRST 
Is BY 

CONCEN- 

We TRATING 
THis Gf, OXYGEN ON 
REQUIRES ; VPM A FLAME TO 
A SOURCE ‘ CAUSE AN 
FOR THE \ EXPLOSION. 

SPARK, 


THOUGH. > 


welT 
SHOULDN'T 


BE TOO 

DIFFICULT REFLEXES 
TO AVOID A OF THIRD 
COMBUSTION EYE 

ATTACK. HOLDERS... 


SINCE IT'S 


TAKE A DEEP NOT 
CREAT IN | SOMETHING 
AN OXYGEN- YOU CAN 
DEPRIVED | _ rupee ie 
ENVIRONMENT /7 
em Z NO WAY TO 
You AVOID IT. 


COULD PASS 
OuT 
IMMEDIATELY. 


LZ 


USING ONE 
OF THESE 
UNITS FOR 
uP TO FIVE 
MINUTES. 


THE 
CYLINDERS 
ARE FILLED 

WITH 
ENRICHED 
AIR, WHICH 
CONTAINS A 

HIGH 
CONCEN- 


TRATION OF 


OXYGEN. 


IF IGNITER 
NOTICES THE 

CYLINDERS, 

YOU MUST 
DISCARD THEM 

poes IMMEDIATELY. 


ANYONE 
KNOW 
WHY? 


THEY'RE 
SPECIALLY- 
MODIFIED 
VERSIONS 


OF THE GAS 


CYLINDERS 
USED BY 
1.8.0.F. 
MARINE 
UNITS. 


I'VE MADE 


THI 
UNDER YOUR 
CLOTHES 
AND EXTEND 
THE HOSE 
uP TO YOUR 
NECK. 


\ 


Y 


as 
SS 
\\ \\s 


THE 
NEXT TIME 
YOU FACE 
IGNITER IN 


BUT YOU 
MUST BE 
CAUTIOUS. 


SO IF HE IGNITER ‘CAN 
ReALizeo | — MANIPULATE 
WE HAD = OXY 


THESE 
CYLINDERS 


THAT'S 
WHY YOU 
NEED TO 

HIDE THEM 


.-AND BE 
DISCREET 
WHEN You 
BREATHE 
FROM THE 
TUBE AT 

YOUR NECK. 


HIM OFF. 


THE 
OXYGEN 
IN THE 
CYLINDERS IS 
PRESSURIZED 
TO 250 
PASCALS. 


wa T'M 
SORRY, 
BUT COULD 
YOU TAKE 
MIKKUN TO 
SEE HER? 


SANAE AND 
I WORKED 
TOGETHER 
PERFECTLY 


IN THE FIRST 
MONTH AFTER 
THE S.F.D. 
WAS FORMED, 
WE CAPTURED 
SEVEN RUBY 


WITH MY 
STUN BATON 
AND SANAE'S 
TRANQUILIZER 
ARROWS, NOT 

A SINGLE RUBY 
EYE COULD 

ESCAPE US. 


THAT 
celINTIL IS z 
THAT MAN, 
IGNITER, 
SHOWED 
uP... 


52 


WHEN |, 
WE FIRST | 
IDENTIFIED | 
IGNITER... 


AND HAVE 
SANAE 
SHOOT AT 
HIM FROM 
INSIDE THE 
CAR. 


AND || 
SANAE, 
WHO WAS 
LEFT 
BEHIND \ 
IN THE \ N 
CAR... 


DEPRIVED 
+.SUPFERED "AIR. 


IRREVERS- 
IBLE BRAIN 


DAMAGE. 


+ STABBED 
IGNITER 
WITH A 
KNIFE, AND 
IMMEDIATELY 
PASSED OUT. 


AGAINST 

SHUTTING AN 
OURSELVES OPPONENT 
IN A CLOSED LIKE 

CAR WAS THAT... 
THE WORST 

CHOICE WE 

COULD'VE 

MADE. 


zr 
MANAGED 
70 OPEN 
THE DOOR, 
GRAB 


2D, AND 

ESCAPE 

WITH MY 
+BUTMY  ACCEL- 

CONSCIOUS- ERATION 
NESS WAS POWER... 
FADING... 


WITH THE 
LAST OF 
MY POWER, 
I LEAPED 
FORWARD... 


+DO YOU AND YET, 
UNDERSTAND AS YOU CAN 

WHY THAT SEE, SHE 
APPEARS TO 
BE SIMPLY 
SLEEPING. 


SANAE 
SHOULDN'T 
ACTUALLY 
BE ABLE TO 
BREATHE ON 
HER OWN 
ANYMORE. 


EVERYTHING 
FROM HER 
CEREBELLUM 


FLINCTIONING 
COMPLETELY. 


THE THIRD 
EYE IN 
SANAE'S 
RIGHT 
SHOULDER 


BITER KEPT 
THRASHING 
ABOUT 
AFTER HIS 
BRAIN WAS 
BLOWN 
AWAY. 


SYSTEM AND 
IS MAKING 


MAKE 
I WANT 
-EVEN IF To Keep SANAE 
THEY'RE g PART 
gust 
MEMORIES MEMORIES 
OF ME _ WITH HER. 
TALKING | 
TO HER 
AS SHE IS 


+OF MY 
WAY OF 
THINKING. 


THE S.F.D. 


GEEZ, YOU 
DON'T 
NEED TO 

sO 


BE 
NERVOUS. 


AND YOU 
DON'T 


san \h 


Sect.0 1'7 
MEMORIES 


SOMETHING 
Is... 


DIFFERENT 
FROM 
BEFORE 
SHE GOT 


DIFFERENT 
HOW? HAS 
HER 
RUNNING 
FORM 
CHANGED OR 
SOMETHING? 


EFFECT OF 
CHIEF HIM) 
ERASING 
HER 
MEMORIES 

? 


+. WHEN 
SHE'S 
RUNNIN’, 
SOME- 
TIMES SHE 
GETS THIS 
PAINED 
LOOK ON 
HER FACE... 


+. COULD 
YOU TRY 
TALKIN’ TO 
MINOWA 
FOR ME? 


EVEN IF I 


CONDITION 
FOR 


JOINING 
THE S.F.D, 


am 


+ WHEN IT'S 
ALL OVER, 
CHIEF HIM/ 
WILL ERASE 

EVERYONE'S 
MEMORIES 

OF ME 
ANYWAY. 


TO TALK 
2BUT 0 YOU 
SINCE YOUR gpour 
PRACTICE SOMETHIN 
STARTED, 
T FIGURED 
T'D WAIT 


FOR YOU 
TO FINISH. 


EVERY 
MORNING, I 


It : ; 
HELPS ME : we cTHAT ALL 

CONCENTRATE, / Tlis water 1 THINK 

AND IT’S \ KEEPS irs op 

CALMING TO FLOWING AMAZING | 
SENSE THE =| // | j WitHouT 
RIVER'S / ( STOPPING 

FEELINGS EVEN FOR A 
SECOND. 


IT 
FEELS LIKE 
SOMETHING 
>| FRIGHTENING 
HAPPENED 
TO ME... 


THAT IE 
wemer \~ 
AGAIN, | 


BECOME 
FRIENDS. 


celN 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL...? 


UTSUGI- 
KUN, 


YOUR 


wu CAN'T 
SEEM TO 
REMEMBER 
THAT 
PROMISE 


I'M HAPPY 
YOU ASKED 


LET'S MEET 
UP SOON 
AND RUN 

ALONG THE 
ARAKAWA 

RIVER! 


MINOWA- 
SAN SAID 
SHE WAS 
HAPBY I 
TALKED 


ve lNTIL 
EVERYTHING 
1S OVER. 


Yumiko Azy 


Vil be there to pick 
YOu Up in ten seconds. 


Hin 


IGNITER 
1S 


ON THE 
MOVE. 


TLL 

PUT 

THEM SCARF 
Ia \N THE OO. 


VJ <I 
AN be d\ 


SIGN: SHUTO EXPRESSWAY / ENTRY $203 / 


SHINTOSH! CIRCLE 1 


Seay 


a 


Z 
A / Mp, 


Lie Y 
ik f 


WELL, WE 


NEED TO 
BE IN 
IKEBUKURO 
IN FIVE 
MINUTES. 


IT's A 
SIREN 
AND RED 
EMER- 
GENCY 
LIGHTS. 


AN OFFICIAL 
SIREN FROM THE 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMITTEE, IN 
ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE 
ENFORCEMENT 
ORDINANCE 
OF THE ROAD 
TRAFFIC ACT. 


EVEN 
WITH DD'S 
NOSE, HE 
CAN ONLY 
TRACK HIM 
FOR ABOUT 
FIVE MORE 
MINUTES. 


IGNITER 
USED HIS 
POWER IN 
SHINJUKU 

THIRTY-SEVEN 
MINUTES AGO. 


MINUTES!? 


ON 
TIGHT. 


Wy J 


‘al iB mn 
LAI 


MOTOR- 


CYCLE'S 
TOP SPEED 
IS MACH 
7. 


5ect.O19 


SEARCH FOR THE ENEMY 


rs b= 
MUCH TOO 

SOON TO 
S*) BE TIRED. 


Yeast 


1ke-_ || 
BUKURO, } | 


WE'RE 
HEADING 
NORTH 
ON MEIJI 
STREET 
RIGHT 
BUT NOW... 
WE'RE 
LOSING 


THE 
SCENT! 


JusT HOW 
MANY 


CARS 00 
YOU THINK 
ARE ON 
THE ROAD 
WITH us 
RIGHT 
NOW!? 


Just do 
whatever 
you can! 


I 
you see ON ie 
ANYTHING “cars 
FISHY, AROUND 
Let Me "Ug, 
KNOW. 


I MEAN, 
ISOLATOR. 


UM... 


YUMI... 


I MEAN, 
ACCELERATOR- 
SAN, YOU'VE 
SEEN 
IGNITER 
BEFORE, 


HOW ARE WE 
SUPPOSED 
70 FINDA 
K| “SUSPICIOUS ||) {= 
PERSON” IN 


ALTHOUGH, }== 
roo | 


HE 
PROBABLY SERIAL | 


GETA =a KILLER, || 
STRANGE Pe eee 
FEELING OOeEN 


; RS) BECAUSE OF ia] 
PEWS SOME LUNG [———— 
CONDITION. 


109 


IF WE CAN 
DETECT WHEN 
A RUBY EYE 
USES THEIR 


THEN... 


TM 
GOING TO 
ACTIVATE 
MY SHELL 


LHAVE TO” 
REACTIVATE 
My 
\DEFENSIVE 


SHELLIT 


TEZTCAN, 


UST, 
PROCUCE; 
oot 


7O 
HOLD = JUMPI! 
ON 
TIGHTI! 


STOP THE CAR 
AT THAT 
INTERSECTION 
THERE. 


are you \2e P X\ THAT Bike 
AN actor 71 if 


TOO OR 
SOMETH— 


I'VE ALREADY 
PREPARED A 
STAGE 


ELSEWHERE... 


PERFECTLY 
SUITED FOR 


Geaelen- 


THERE'S 
SIMPLY 


THOSE 
FOOLISH BLACK 
HUNTERS MADE 
IT—AND BASED 
ON ERRONEOUS 
ASSUMPTIONS 

TOO... 


Well, 
that’s 
your 
choice 
to 
make... 


IT 
HARDLY 
MATTERS 
EVEN I PUT WHAT 
UP WITH THE pEOPLE 
NICKNAME CALL 
FORCED ON you. 
ME BY MY 
SUPERIORS. 


a Mr. 
Igniter. 


136 


Why 
are you 
calling 
at this 
hour? 


7 


Tch. 


YOUR 
TRAINING 
IN THE 
MOUNTAINS 
SEEMS TO 
HAVE PAID 
OFF NICELY. 


X 


137 


IM 
MERELY 
CHECKING 
IN ON 
You. 


WELCOME 
BACK, MR. 
IGNITER. 


THAT WAS A 
WONDERFUL 
SHOW YOU 
EVEN IF PUT ON FOR 
YOU DID US TODAY. 
LET THOSE 
JETS GET 
AWAY... 


noe YOUR 


Are you about POWER IS 
stillnot — it? ABSO- 
interested, LUTELY 
even after ¥ SPLENDID. 
today? 4a 
y 
\ WITH YOUR 
oh POTENTIAL, 
- YOU'D BE 


A PERFECT 
ADDITION 
TO OUR 

SYNDICATE. 


DESPITE 
HAVING 
BEEN 
GIVEN 
«NONE ROWERS 

AND, WITH 

OF YOU 
THEM, A 

ACT ON 
THIS DUTY TO 
SE UPHOLD... 


. Should Oh? 
just go Then 
outand perhaps 
. and slaughter we Ruby 
killed |} 4]; humans Eyes... 
bythe || ©] {I until 
Jet we're 
Eyes? |} hunted 
down... 


Like 
that 
hand- 
some, 
stupid 
gour- 
met 
Biter 
did? 


AT LEAST 
THE BITER 
WAS A 
MARTYR TO 
OUR CAUSE. 


you, 

SIR... 
YOU ARE 
DIFFERENT. 


% 


SUCH AN 
INELEGANT 
POWER IS 
USELESS 
TO us. 


- aren't 
you 
Partially 
at fault 
for 
deciding 
not to 
approach 


him? 


Be 
careful |) \| \q 
out 
there. 
) 


y 


oy 
4 Goce 


* DON'T YOU 


WORRY, MS. 


I'M LIQUIDIZER. 


just give 
us a call. 


Sect.OZ 1 


RESOLUTION 


a 
" 
ar 
" 
| 


LOOKING 
FORWARD 


TO 
WORKING 
WITH 
you. 


) 


KE 


I LIKE 
TO BE SO 
OVER-LEVELED 
THAT T KILL 
THE LAST 
BOSS IN ONE 
SHOT. 


TLL LET 
You 
JOIN IN. 


+DO 
YOU LIKE 


I HAVEN'T 
wT LIKE TO PLAYED 
PLAY FORA = MANY 
LONG TIME, _ GAMES 
6OIDOA RECENTLY, 
LOT OF BUT... 
LEVELING 
up. 


GRINDING 
TOGETHER, 


DON'T TRY 
TO MAKE 
THE NEWBIE 


you 
DON'T 
WANT 
YUMIKO- 
CHAN 
PULLING 
THE PLUG 
ON YOU 


MIND 


STICKING 
AROUND 


A BIT? 


WZ 


You 
FEELING 
BETTER 

NOW, KID? 


SO THIS 1S 
“OLIV,” : 
THE PERSON foci Tae 
YUM/IKO-SAN Nan j ‘ PA UTSUGI-KUN. 


PARTNERS... 


WE 


FouND Y=] =— 4 
THE TAXI = ros Z, i 
IGNITER C ir WERE 

a ; 

was po Sy You 

RIDING recs = — | ABLE To 

weAT AN IN. : TRACK 
UNDER- HIM? 
PASS IN : 


WEST OGU, 
ARAKAWA. 


RECORDER 
WAS 


you're | 
PROB- 
IT WOULD ABLY 
BE NEAR RIGHT. 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO SIFT 
THROUGH 
ALL THE 
PASSENGERS 
THAT RODE 
IN THAT 
TAXI. 


| 


THERE 
WERE 
NO INDI- 
CATIONS 
OF 
WHERE 


HE 
WENT... 


I FOUND 
LOTS OF 
HAIR AND 
FINGER- 
PRINTS IN 
THE BACK 
SEAT, 
BUT... 


+ HONESTLY, 


I DOUBT 
IT'LL 
GIVE US 


ANYTHII 
USEFU 


ING 
IL. 


CAUSE OF PASSENGER 
DEATH WAS — SEAT OF 
A COMPOUND THE CAR... 

VERTEBRAE 
COMPRESSION 
FRACTURE, 
NOT BURNING 
OR SUPFOCA- 
TION. 


VICTIM'S: 
NECK. 


HE MUST 
WEAR 
THEM 
ON HIS 

HANDS TO 

HIDE HIS 

PRINTS. 


/ “YOU'RE 
THE ONLY | > 
ONE WHO'S} [77> 


GOTTEN | |// an 


I DIDN'T 
THINK IT 
COULD 
POSSIBLY 
BE HIM 
AT FIRST, 
BUT... 


EXPECTED 


- IGNITER IS 
A THIN MAN 
WHO LOOKS 
TO BE IN 
HIS EARLY 
SIXTIES. 


DID ANYTHING 
ELSE STAND 
OUT ABOUT 

HIM, MIKKUN? 


SORRY... 
CAN'T 


it 
REMEMBER. 


BEFORE 
THAT, CAN 
IT HAVE A 


oe 


ee 


ae 


Sy 
ak COULDN'T 


By YOU LAUNCH 


YOU SAID 
YOU FOUND 


FIGHTING COURSE 
RUBY EYES, IT WAS! 
APTER ALL! 


DANGER... 


wel THERE 
REALLY ANY 


POINT IN US 
BEING HERE 


rs 
gre Ne \ 


MISTAKES, 
RIGHT? 


«os SOMEONE 
WHO DIDN'T 
HAVE TO 
DIE WAS 
KILLED. 


+ YOU'RE 
IGNORING 
THE FACT 
THAT 
BECAUSE 
OF YOUR 
MISTAKE 


BUT YOU 
THINK 
IT'S NOT 
YOUR 
PROBLEM 


UTSUGI-KUN 
COULD'VE 
ACTIVATED HIS 
SHELL BEFORE 
YOU PUNCHED 
HIM JUST 


RIGHT HAND 
WOULD BE 
BROKEN IN 

SEVERAL 
PLACES. 


YOU'RE 
WRONG, 
OLIVIER... 


t.OZZ 
THE MEANING OF LIFE 


OLI-V SAID 


IF YOU'D 
WANTED US 


HONESTLY... DibN'T TO REMOVE 
COMMUNICATING KNOW YOUR THIRD |/ 

WITH OTHER HOW 'D EYE AND 
PEOPLE REALLY CHANGE ERASE YOUR 

1S TOUGH. YOUR MEMORIES... 


THERE'S 
NEVER A 
SINGLE, 
CLEAR-CUT 
ANSWER. 


+ AND HAD 
CHIEF HIMI 
ERASE MY 
MEMORIES... 


FIGHT WITH 
A FRIEND I'D 
HAD SINCE 
KINDER- 
GARTEN. 


KIDS CRY, 
THE WHOLE /,, 
DEAL. 


eT THINK 

THAT'S AN 

IMPORTANT 
EXPERIENCE 
FOR PEOPLE 


I GUESS 

I HAVEN'T 

TOLD YOU 
YET. 


uP UNTIL 
THREE 
MONTHS 
AGO, I WAS 
JUST AS 
MUCH OF 
AkKID AST 
APPEAR 


yY IN 
SPECULATION.../ 
/ | THINKING? 


PRETTY 
SILLY 
ABILITY, 
RIGHT? 
PUTER 
A Sou Do lt, 


MY CODE- 
NAME 1S 
SPECULATOR. 


WITH TIME: 


a THAT. 
SHOULD s 
| ‘never osen” 
BEEN l / 
% SOLVED. Y \ deuat 


IFA 
QUESTION HAS 
A DEFINITIVE 
ANSWER, I CAN 
GENERALLY 
FIGURE IT OUT 
IMMEDIATELY. 


OK) 


OF LIFE?” 


THINGS 
LIKE 
THAT. 


IF THERE 


OF 
PHILOSOPHY Ne 
OR ~ 
RELIGION? 


GOING TO 
SCHOOL, 
FINDING 
A JOB... 


BECAUSE... 


NECESSARY. 


MIKKUN, 
HAVEN'T 

YOU EVER 
THOUGHT 

“way TO YOUR- 
WON'T My SELF on 
WORRIES 4 


EVER 


LOST THE 
HUMAN 
RIGHT TO 
“WORRY” 
DISAPPEAR 
COMPLETELY. “HESITATE.” 


WORRYING "“NECES- 


AND SARY” 
HESITATING we? 
IS "NECES- 

SARY"? 


DEFECTIVE. 


YOUR 


DEFENSIVE 
SHELL IS A 
MYSTERY 
TO ME. 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 
MORE 
EXCITING 
THAN 
THAT! SEE... 
wed 
THOUGHT 
I'D 
ALREADY 
FIGURED 
OUT WHY 
THE THIRD 
EYES FELL 
TO EARTH. 


BECAUSE 
IT 


MEANS... 


SINCE 
I MET 
YOU. 


EVEN LEAD TO 
THE REASON 
WHY THE 
UNIVERSE 
ITSELF, WITH 


ba 
AND THAT, 
IN TURN, IS 
CONNECTED TO 
THE REASON 
ALL LIFE 
EXISTS, EVEN 


oe THE 
“MEANING 
OF LIFE" 
THAT I 


I SUSPECT 
THAT YOUR 
POWER IS 
CONNECTED TO 
THE REASON 
THE THIRD 
EYES EXIST. 


EVEN IF 


WE CAN'T 
SEEM TO 


FINISH THIS 
GROUP 
RESEARCH 
PROJECT, 
AND IT’S 
DUE 
TOMORROW 


HER... 


Well, | 
suppose 


right, 


Be sure 
to thank 
your 
friend’s 
parents 
for let- 
ting you 
stay. 


mm... 


it’s all 


then. 


SEE WHY 
YOU SHOULD 
FEEL THIS 
GUILTY 
ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENED. 


UM... 
LISTEN. 


IF I'D HAD 

A MANUAL 
RESUSCI- 
TATOR OR s 
SOMETHING, 

| WOULD’VE | * 


USED 
THAT, BUT | 


\I ‘ 
‘ Wy, eS 


IT 
WAS A 
NEWS- 
PAPER 
ARTICLE! 


THAT'S 
WHERE 
ISAWA 
PICTURE 


OF 
IGNITER!! 


lS 
IGNITER'S 
FACE. 


HE'S 
LISTED IN 


Fiety- NAKAKUBO. 
NINE 
YEARS 
OLD. 


GREAT 
WORK, 
MIKKUN! 


HE 
PROBABLY 
DOESN'T 
LIVE 
THERE 
NOW. 


BANKRUPT, 
AND HE 
ATTEMPTED A 

MURDER- 


DRIVING SUICIDE: 


e\ 
\ 


‘\\ 


HIS WIFE 
AND CHILD 
WERE 
KILLED... 


+ -BUT 
y} NAKAKUBO'S, 
y BODY WAS 
NEVER 
FOUND. 


THAT 
EXPLAINS 


THIRD EYE 
ABILITIES... 


THEIR 
TRAUMA OR 
OBSESSIONS 
ARE USED AS 


THEREFORE, 


HIS THIRD 
GAVE EYE --BITER WAS 
LIMA ABILITIES... ABUSED BY 

STRONG HIS MOTHER 
JAW AND AND LOST 
TEETH THAT Ore 

COULD BITE ile REAL 

THROUGH 
METAL. TEETH. 


THE 
REASON 
IGNITER 
ONS Ne GAINED THE 
TERRIFYING 
RELATED TO 
POWER TO 
THE FACT 
MANIPULATE 
Tuat He | Nowe 
ALMOST EN... 


DROWNED. 


Ca 
THE 
FEAR AND 
DESPERATION 
THIS HE FELT 
MAKES HIM WHEN HE 
EXTREMELY CAME CLOSE 
DANGEROUS. waMUST HAVE TO DEATH... 
PRODLICED AN 
ENORMOUS 
AMOUNT OF 
heer PSYCHOLOGICAL 
— ENERGY. 


AND 
MOST 
LIKELY... 


+ HAVE HAD 
SUCH AN 
ACUTE FEAR 
OF DEATH AS 
THE SOURCE 
OF THEIR 
POWERS. 


1 WE MAY 
HAVE TO 
BRING 
CHIEF HIMI 
IN ON THIS 


IS THE CHIEF 
POWER TO HIMLI...? 
SEAL OTHER 
PEOPLE'S 
MEMORIES 
THAT USEFUL 
IN BATTLE...? 


NONE OF 


THAT 
WON'T BE 
NECESSARY. 


SOME CLUES 
THERE TO 
LEAD US TO 
HIS CURRENT 
HIDEOUT. 


If | find DON'T DO 


out ANYTHING 
anything RASH. 
else, I'll 
contact 


IS IT ALL 
RIGHT 
THAT I 
CAME 


TM GLAD 
YOU CAME 
WITH ME. 


I'M 
COUNTING 
ON YOU... 


ISOLATOR. 


WE'VE REACHED VOLUME 3! 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! 


| HOPE YoU ENJOYED STARTING 
ANEW ARC AND MEETING ALL 
THE NEW CHARACTERS. 


Grae TAX 
Ee. NAOKI KOSHIMIZU 
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